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     Happy New Year to all!
     The year 2009 marks a new beginning for BirdLife 
International.  This year starts the new four-yearly 
programme (2009-2012) for the whole organization.  
This period is important for Asia as it covers landmark 
events for two of the worldôs most important conservation 

Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
to be held in 2010 and hosted by Japan in Nagoya.  The 
second one is the review of the Kyoto Protocol in 2012 by 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC).  Both global intergovernmental 

birds and biodiversity today. 
     Based on the 2008 global report on the status of birds, 
of the top 10 countries where birds are most threatened 
by overexploitation, 8 are in Asia.  This is NOT good 
news for us. We need to increase our efforts and be 
strategic with our choice of actions.  The BirdLife Asia 
Partnership recognizes these tremendous challenges 
and has agreed to work on a set of ambitious targets to 
conserve globally threatened birds in the region.     
     Issues that the BirdLife Asia Partnership has also 
agreed to focus on include three important concerns 
on 1) climate change particularly in relation to forest 
conservation; 2) conservation of the marine ecosystems 
specially marine important bird areas and seabird 

migration

Climate Change and Forests
     The impact of climate change on birds and biodiversity 
is better known in Europe and Africa but less so in Asia.  
Yet Asia has possibly the most number of threatened 
birds and most number of people that may be affected by 
climate change.  The rapid deforestation rate accounts for 
20% of the CO2 emissions in the world according to the 
2007 UNFCC meeting in Bali.  Preventing deforestation 
in Asia can therefore have twin objectives of reducing 
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CO2 emissions and conserving biodiversity. 

Marine Conservation
     Meanwhile, the whole world is lagging behind the 
conservation of the marine environments.  Less is known 
of these ecosystems. ñOut of sight ï out of mindò is 
possibly a reason for us not doing as much for conservation 
of the marine environment.  In 2003, the area under 
marine protected area designation in the world was a 
very low .5% of the worldôs marine environment.  This is 
pitiful compared to 11%  of terrestrial biodiversity under 
protected status on the same year. 

Flyways, migratory birds and their habitats
     Flyways and migratory birds link peoples from 
different cultures. Conserving birds and habitats along the 

the four pillars of conservation of BirdLife International - 
Species, Sites, Habitat and People. The BirdLife Asia Exco 

diseases will continue to affect our work on conserving 
migratory birds and their habitats in Asia. 

The new programme (2009-2012) was approved by 
the BirdLife Global Partnership at the BirdLife World 
Conference held in Buenos Aires, Argentina and hosted by 
the BirdLife Partner Aves Argentina.  The Asia Regional 
Programme, meanwhile, was approved by the BirdLife 
Asia Partnership in its 12th Asia Council. 
    The following are the BirdLife Asia priority areas for 
2009-2012:
     1.  Actions for globally threatened species;
     2.  Seabirds conservation and marine IBAs;
     3.  Flyway programme; 
     4.  Climate change programme;
     5.  Advancing IBA conservation action and
          monitoring;
     6.  Working on research, conservation and 
          monitoring
          of priority habitats;
     7.  Actions towards the CBD CoP 10 in 2010;

     9.  Building a stronger BirdLife Asia network;

          sustainability.
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Event                                                                                   Schedule      Location/Countries
Climate Change Research Project Starts                     January        Lower Mekong and Eastern Himalayan countries
BirdLife Asia Exco meeting                                                    February      Bangalore, India
BNHS International Symposium                                    February      Bangalore, India
Ramsar Convention and Wetland Conservation Training               February      

Climate Change and Forest Symposium and Workshop         April/May     Indonesia
Terrestrial and Marine Gap Analysis Workshop                     May/June      Indonesia/Thailand (for Association of South East Asian 
                                                                                                                       Nations -ASEAN member countries)
Workshop on Integrating IBA monitoring with wetland         Aug/Sept       Thailand or Malaysia  
monitoring methods. 

BirdLife Asia schedule for 2009.
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Reintroduction of the Japanese Crested Ibis 
to the Wild

ǲǑǘȒɆȫǵ ⱥₒ     Ten Japanese Crested Ibises, which 
had been hand-reared, were released 
in Sado Island on September 25, 
2008 after 27 years of absence in the 

Nipponia nippon, with two óJapansô 
in it sounds as if it should be endemic 
to Japan. However, historically, this species was widely 
distributed across Russia, the 
Korean Peninsula and China (including Taiwan). It was not 
a rare species in Japan during the Edo Era (1603 ï 1867) 
when it occurred throughout the country.
     However, in the Meiji Era (1868 ï 1912), the number of 
ibis dropped sharply mainly due to hunting. The ibis was 
designated an internationally protected bird in 1960, but it 
was already rarely seen in Japan by then. The major cause 
of the decline in the Showa Era (1926 ï 1989) is thought 
to be pollution by chemical fertilizers and the destruction 
of forests. The Ministry of Environment decided to catch 

remaining on Sado Island were caught in 1981 and, as a 
result, the Crested Ibis disappeared from the wild in Japan. 
Captive breeding of these birds were unsuccessful and 
they all died. When the last individual named óKinô died 
in 2003 at the age of 36, the Japanese Crested Ibis became 
extinct in Japan.
     It was in 1999 that captive breeding succeeded for 

Today, the total number of ibises at the óSado Japanese 
Crested Ibis Conservation Centerô has increased to 122 
and consequently, there is now a good opportunity to 
release them into the wild. Although there was debate 
whether ibises of Chinese origin should be released in 
Japan, it has been shown that ibises from China and Japan 
are almost genetically identical. 
     It is not feasible to release captive-bred birds directly 
into the wild, so special training facilities have become 
necessary to release them. The government built a huge 
cage for acclimatization in 2004. In 2007, 15 candidate 
birds for reintroduction, were released and trained in it. 
The training included how: (1) to forage themselves (2) to 

training period, all 12 mature birds (over two years old) 
paired up, of which four pairs nested and laid eggs, and 

unexpected event, it means that (5) breeding training was 
also done. 
     Along with these training activities, the government 
and other individuals have gone with developing the ibisô
s habitat in Sado Island in order to prepare for the release 
of birds into the wild. Today, about 20 environmental 
NGOs have been founded in Niibo and Ryotsu areas 
of Sado. They have been tackling the introduction of 

Satoshi Yamagishi ɀ Director General, Yamashina Institute for Ornithology
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environmentally friendly farming, and transforming 
abandoned rice paddies into foraging areas in the east of 
Kosado area, the release point. The activities have spread 
to 150 sites in 24 areas, with 70.2 ha of intentionally 

   The reintroduction of Japanese Crested Ibis into the 
wild and the restoration of its habitat not only in Japan but 

this species occurs widely. In addition, this programme 
will give Japan an international role in any possible future 
reintroduction of the species in Korea and Russia or 
other areas where it formerly occurred. The recovery of 
Crested Ibis would have a direct effect on other wildlife 

It is the same thing to restore the whole ecosystem of 
óSatoyamaô we have been losing, hills around a farming 
village, and to revitalize the life of local people living there 
as well. To live together with the ibis must not be forced 
but must be a conscious choice. It is the same thing as 
thinking about what is ideal for farming in Sado. This will 
give a good opportunity to study sustainable agriculture 
not only for Sado but also for Niigata Prefecture, as well as 
for Japan as a whole. To restore the Japanese Crested Ibis 
is to restore the local community. 

            January 2009            5 

CG facilitated village meeting in Kampong Trach IBA.  Photo: Bou Vorsak

CG facilitated village meeting in Kampong Trach IBA.  Photo: Bou Vorsak



Brief Report on the Ramsar COP 10

ɧɞȳɶɩ̝ Ʊ Ḹף     From 28 October to 4 November 2008, the Ramsar 
Convention on Wetlands held it tenth conference of 
contracting parties (COP) in Changwon City of the 
Republic of Korea. This is the second time a Ramsar 

Kushiro in 1993.

Conference in Korea amidst the depressing news of the 

eastern Asia, and the proposal of the Grand Canal Project, 
which would destroy most of the riverine habitat in 
Korea. However, the conference went well, with a festive 
atmosphere in Changwon: very active NGO engagement, 
a wetland exhibition open to the public, an open-air night 
concert, and media headlines everyday during the COP. 
It will surely leave a deep impression on the citizens of 
Changwon. Like Kushiro, wetland conservation will 
probably be a legacy of the city.
     BirdLife was very active at the COP10, with staff from 
Cambridge Secretariat, Asia Division, Africa Division and 

Thailand, Hong Kong, Australia, Denmark, Spain, the 
Netherlands, Uganda and Costa Rica. We had a booth to 
demonstrate our work of IBA Local Conservation Groups, 
particularly our work at potential Ramsar Sites in South-
East Asia. At the booth we also collected more than 300 
signatures to support the conservation appeal for Lake 
Natron in Tanzania, where the worldôs largest breeding site 
of Lesser Flamingo is under threat.
     As one of the International NGO partners to the 
Ramsar Convention, BirdLife helped in the discussion of 
drafting resolutions of the convention.
     Two side-events on wetland and waterbird conservation 
were organized by the BirdLife in Asia Division: One 
on Crane conservation in north-east Asia, and the 
other on IBA Local Conservation Groups and wetland 
conservation. At the IBA-LCG side event, national 
delegates from Vietnam, Malaysia and Thailand showed 
their appreciation to BirdLife on supporting conservation 
and management of wetlands in their countries. Cambodia 
announced that Prek Toal, an IBA which is one of the most 
important waterbird breeding sites in South-East Asia, 
will be designated as a Ramsar Site in the near future.
     The Crane Network (which is part of the Flyway 
programme in Asia) and the IBA-LCG wetland 
programmes are on-going and Ramsar COP in Asia this 

in 2008, like its predecessor in Kushiro (1993), will bring 
a closer cooperation amongst countries in the region, and 
will be remembered as another landmark of wetland and 
waterbird conservation in Asia.
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